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Research on design space exploration of FPGA-based

convolutional neural network hardware accelerator

GUO Qian, HE Guang-hui

(School of Electronic Information and Electrical Engineering, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: In order to solve the problem of allocating resourcesforFPGA-based convolutional neural network hardware
accelerator, a design space exploration method based on fine-grained pipeline architecture is proposed. In order to
improve throughput, the method mainly uses three technologies: 1) achieve multi-stage allocation of DSP to balance
the pipeline; 2) introduce adjustable intermediate result buffer to coordinate BRAM and DDR bandwidth resources;
3) utilize the depth decomposable convolution to replace part of the convolutional layers to reduce the overall
computation of the network. In order to verify the proposed design space exploration method, the YOLO2-tiny
network is implemented on the ZC-706 FPGA.
thatthethroughput and energy efficiencyofthedesign are relatively higher, and the overall latency is shorter.

Compared with the similar design, the results show

Key words: CNN hardware accelerator; design space exploration; fine-grained pipeline

1 3]

VTAE SR, 4 B 42 W 2% (Convolutional Neural
Network, CNN) 7£ K] & b 38 S5 58 19 1 fig A4S Wr 42
TN TSRS 2% B AR R WS, £ X CNIN g i 42
I ARk B SRS 5 ). A BT R AL

T

Wi EEE: 2019—11—11; {EE@BHA. 2019—12—22
EE&WB. KBS 4 (USCAST2019—28)

HATT 5 L TSR B A % B m] 2 A 1] B 31 (Field-
Programmable Gate Array, FPGA) Zh#E &k H A
A AT ERPE )T 0 TR R I 45 T2 0 S B

CNN 45#9 58 22 24 R R J2 s i H 05 22 i
R BUEE XA TR B 1 2% o il & B H o B — 2 40 i
FPGA Fr E R AEAf - 50 S8 BT i i 2968 1



5 8 1]

SR 45 LT FPGA (135 R 28 0 46 B 1IN o 285 125 (R R 5T 67

TR s AR PERE M OGN 2. Sk 2 15 3t
AR I SRS FEAS VG I A 1) R, 45— FP LT roof -
line BRI Iy 1 7E 2 B IR R fe i, (2
TZVBETT R B AR AT e A 5 SR 3 il aod ST 4 BT A
RIS R 1 IR I AR (AR Ak R i k. (1
SR TR A T O g JE AR
TR IR, SCEk[ 43T RN TR s
TR 2% 3 3t oAy 3 0 37 7K 4 B0 T 9 IR S B 9 /K
LRV, AHK T TCTE T SR 45 i T4k » AR REE
— U K R IA]. X i S [ L A ST
AR K R B T — R A MR R Ik
Xt DSP #F47 2 B BL o3 Be V- i /K 26 s fiff FH vl
(4 b A 247 W H BRAM F1 DDR 4 55 5 F FH R B2
Ao BRI T 2 2% . g E ZC-706 FPGA
S YOLO2-tiny 2% 3 5 [F] 28 & 1141t A%
T 55 BRI b iy« AR LE LK.

2 AR INE SR T R M SR SR L

2.1 RRIEERKE

T IRAE S — i L B 1 22 D 285 ekl i S 30y
3 38 LKA Bl 22 X 26 BB B FPGA L, DLU)Z )
KL I 2 A G FUR M E 2 TR
= NYNTITE: )1 S A TNy

ME 1 R LG KL R, T — 25
TR L — 2T e 225 05 A 0T LAEA T 3
T T HEAS LK A AE I ] A X R R
X B2 B rh B A T A7 38 BRAM B0 1%
T 2 TR A7) DDR e, B0 75 96 5 SR ATy
FE. R T RRDIZ AL, AR SCR FH T A00REEE I K 26 ik
T T EZAE RS — 2 AR a5 A, —
BAAH T — 2 BB R TR AL, F—2
RO RI FF G T 4R T A4 1358
FERS , FARGNE] 1(b) fIrs. [RIE W ME A7 R T A
A TTHREE SR T L BRAM B S0, Jo i F7
7] DDR, 980 T 4 56 7 K 5 1A DI FE.
2.2 HEEZFESNEER

FEARLE K B T, B R T3 A 1 4 22
FIANE 2 iR, B — )2 B BRI POZJZ 1) [ (E
AT — 2 BT 45 5 AR 22 47 Hh 3R B
IR A A S BT AOTTHH R e B S R
SERFEHVEAETE T — 2 0 P A A7 .

IR T B S ARG BT B 24
L R 8 A 2 X DDR (1710, B
PRI 5 T LAGE o v [ E 2 A7 AT . /3

wn |
s | LI~
i
(a) I
N IEERIRERELE
sl
(b HF (1]

1 fEgiRk&ESENERKETEE

i)z Hitl)2
Jiob e F b =t 1t gk g
iy JEEAE iy JERAE
1 !
22(% L, T j}é% L RIS
G| W) b B || ]| it
oY A RGN R R Al KN A IRCAY I R | N
o [ i

B2 BREITEZEY

i aME A7 1) 7s B L Horhas 381 Col i i —
FER &AM Y] Col " Ji— 2 EAETT
B DB KN R 3 X 3. 8K K 1 /], 4
X FANBIECH 2 3 I Y FE B & BTSRRI AT T 4R
S R B A S A N R £ AL 25w Ll N i R
3y, BB Sh BN AR B S5 IS s A H 5
UK H ARRAE P11 150 BE Howe. 5 TP TN 2R A7 Th 28
IS 4 00 BV AT LAARSE 1) 47 54T 1 U0
3y BUIRHACE S HIECH 2 X Hou. Col R Coli 1
it 5075 1n] AR E B Reuse; 195G 5 A2
(1) 5@2) FR:

Col™ = Kw; + (Reuse; — 1) X Stride; (D

Col™ = Reuse; X Stride; + Reuse,.; — 1 (2)
2, Kw, HEBALICRE , Stride; JiB K. IR {HZE
AEIB TG I EAT 9 S e AL 52 HIUCE, % BRAM
BEIRANAT G B PRI T UIR I o DA T AN [ KA 1 4
HiTA
2.3 REWUSBER

TEA A 28 P 28 v G FRUZ 38 8 o P > i 22
W2 90 26 LA 1 A1 Bk 5 M BB 424 o 4 44
OCHE. S T BRI i 7E MobileNet 4§
o0 25 v fi FH R 3 AT ik 2 RN IR R B R EAT TR
B A5 DR AR 190 2 T 88 WA 0 2 ) ity B i R
HuREAR T 25 (AR



68 W 2 L

2020 4F

Col;” Col ™
!—A_Y_H
W NFFER
N

i |8 =

f; % -

A1l

i

5]

JE

I I
o NFAE P 8

3 HEEZFREE

() E# £ P HEHEK

- 1 3 X16
#.50
3 3

(b) & 7 B AR AR
B4 EEERSREVIFERITETE

4 (a) IEH ST AR 5 AL
By ARRIE B R 7 sh A5 2 4 LR RRAE B e B
Bl — N B T 2O S B T A S AR
RO I Y T 2R A 3R JF A A A5 R AT B, & 4
(b) R BE ] o3 i A R T R T R L R R IR
LR RO A BN 5 & BB 43, HLrp R B
BN iy AP AIE B 1) A 3 R g AT S AT
BB A BRIR TR G R B 25 SR A5G B RN
X1 BIEH B Bai ARHEE K /NR Dy 38 18
Bk M, BB RN R Dic s i R T8RN K D
WMIEHCH NIRRT G A RC, 51E%
BRI EC BLER

G, Dy XDig XM+D; XMXN

C, D% X Dk X M X N

1 1
N Do

3

3 EiItTmEEER
3.1 #ERIEST

BT as (AR 2R Sl 1o S B A, 3k 2
AR AT B H s kB AR AP, B

DSP.BRAM DJ K DDR 7 5 5% U2 38 4> 15 1125 [1]
PR a8 ik 2 b H bR, 76900
KM P TR S M GG BERZ S 2
SR 53 R Z2 Rk e s BT e A2 T BRI TR) Fe R 1)
= BR ] o PRI G e 368 28 9% 95 43 TE X 4% G K 4R
A7 VA 1R B v A e SR A DG, [RIBs, Ry 1 0D I 2%
SRR, T LUK CNN R340 2 8 4 oy 1 B8 ]
ST RAS R AT — 2 BRE BE A R X A A T R
k. BRI AR SO TH23 RIFR R ()B4 F

A :CNN #8528 5 G FPGA fr it
BGE IR DSP s A7 i % JH BRAM > 17 96 9% IR
BW o A5 EEBR H{H T.

fih B2 EPUMEWEEITEPC 5
FEATEEPK, , BB S AF 1132 58 B widthrd R BE
depthrd; VN RE 58 [ Ewidthwr,;.

i 67 minimize | max D(S:iD,- )
RS

(1) D) DSP; << DSP,,
i=1

(2) > BRAM, << BRAM,,
i=1

(3) Z BW; < BWtotal
=1

(WL <T
3t DSP, BRAM, 5BW, K4k 4 401y e
URCRE L B (S B AOR
3.2 BIrZEREAZE

P2 R Iy v R A 22 0 P 5 77 3
Xt DSP BHE B 2 B B> ook S8 I K £~ 2
BSR4 K R R C
DSPu #4435 55— B B A} 7 3 i DSP,
SYILE BU T T B R T PC, 5 PK, . i
BRAM,... FIBW . HEAT5MC » 540 FE B 20 . Ui
B max pyors s T A e /IR A
max e SEEHIEGO S U M2 O B Ot
VRIS AT 43 % 4 B, JF 7 9 48 DSPou . BRAM,,,y F
BW o0 JEATA0TE. 24 HORT R L ANTF B T
FL max ot W0 ST BB O A7 %20
U 2L 1 R R ) U4 L S
R R AE 4 DSP. 409 47 1 B 44 i




5 8 1]

SR 45 LT FPGA (135 R 28 0 46 B 1IN o 285 125 (R R 5T 69

RAM it 58 =~ BT R,

[ RSB H. B IRAAR AR BB R |

[#oDsp| | 4ACBRAMAIH G |

N
| A L PR U U4 LSRG |

B @it EERRTEIERE
3.2.1 DSP 4Btk v
o T TR SRR AR 4 2 0 TS C, Xt
DSy 755 B 45 20 TS ST
HIE T LIS DSP, 884 2 B §8 0 BIO7 MR 52
B JLUC A R AG 1) DSP #Ci /D FDSP
T LA s B0 #54 JEDSP, B 8
IS4 7 %5 (9 DSP HUE() /1T DSP o« W0 17 B
B DT 45 61 8 T HE . AR B 1
FiR.
Bk 1. DSP 4y P
A
CNN 0 LB, SRR
DSP ## 5 A EDSP o
it
[T DSP BHDSE,
1AM DSP (1905 PR M s 1
G
ctoml

ZiJ;i]%DSP, j\j 2 E/‘J?ﬁﬁ
DSP; = 2logDsP;]

DSP; = X DSPgual

3:while > DSP, << DSP,. do
i=1
b s ROKMIRS e i,

5 ifZ] DSP; + E DSP; << DSPyu
i= i=

6: forj=1; j<<m; j++ do
7. DSP, = 2 X DSP,

8: end for
9: else
10: break
11: end if
12: end while
3.2.2 JHATHE p @R

eI R bl E I AT PG IR E T 4
A JELSHT N R T 22 A v s BB g AR B
IFATEEPK, BRE T B A 3 A R 22 77 v i3 A
BREEGE. 7E— AT PC A ABE 5 PK
AR AT RT3 b 416 U B AT PC
B i (19 DSP 2 HDSP; 5PC; MPK; #9565
N

DSP;, = PC; X PK, D

N T AR R A G277 v 32 1 DSP, A4
Bl AU A7 0 B 98 75 B DSP; X DW, Horp
DW S 8dJa 6 58 18 % 8 SLEY 16 7.t F7E Xilinx
FPGA 1,18 K K/IM#¥ BRAM A] e 1 fe KA 56
36 3. 4 Tl R SERE T oK 75 28 21> BRAM i
Froe . m TAEDREE R WAL E Z A7 . AHAB
BRAM [8]) Jo v AH B FH 25 PR S5OR R 22 A7 BT i 1Y)
DSP;, X DW | ~
e N [
A B A7 ] LAAE AR I J2 04 BT A A S DA 5 15
BRG] ARG E K, S i
EECout ;3 75 W, KU G A P AUAT — 2P 7 5 AT LU

. g sl e .. | BRAM™ X 32 X 256
RIS K |

Hr Kernel; RN @K, BIA]155|PK;
5PC,, R R 2 Pk,
Bk 2. AT R A BB
LIPS
HBRE B DSP #(DSP;
B KNKernel; i BB C
B 58 DW
HiH
BRI AN IEIATEPC, 5T EPK,
L RRCE G A7 i (1> BRAM £

v | DSP, x DW
BRAM};—‘——gf—f

2: AN E AR SN S TR H
K — ‘ BRAM;™®" X 32 X 256
t Kernel;, X DW

AN EE R
A2 XK =0
Ki f— (j(’)ut

/0 BRAM #(i BRAM ™ 2}y ‘

b

~N Oy Ul = W



70 P T2 SR

8: K,‘ — K,‘

9:end if

10:PK,’ == ZDOKZKI:
-~ _ DSP,

11.PC = PR,

3.2.3 BRAM #3754 Bt f ok
7E CNN w38 3 R i e R B, T 2
7 U8 KB 0 WP A o 0 TE I A T 4 i
2T K. e Bl BUZ W S, e AN % & v )
HEAFES M LR M, 8 i &% 88 v
BW o 25 BT 55 4 50 S R T BW g o T 328 7 384 i1 v
(BB 22 A7 AE A J7 1) b A A 2 FH I B Reuse ; » 1.5
T A2 98 29 R 4 1 5 8 3 v F ) BRAM. L
# BRAM?,,.
RGN 3 IR,
Bk 3. BRAM 5755 S5/ il H ik
A
B RUZSBCAY  18 9F47HEPC,
R AYBE Y DSP X DSP,
H R ZEA7 T BRAM S50 BRAME,,

%ﬁ%%:é\%&meml
BRI TE DW, TAESR £
Lfp

rpE) (B 28 A7 32 96 JE widthi SRR E depth DL R B 5§
B width}”
1318 —A~ DSP i 7 9
BWpep = f X DW
25y Me A B 2R Tl Al 5
BW fe; = DSP; X BWpsp
3 AR AT LA Y Sl 5
BWii = BWou — BWia
4 WA — R R T M {E SR A
Reuse; = 1,width®® = PC; X DW,

H X CP X (Kw; + Stride; )
PC,; ’

depth™ =

"wzdth}’" - PK, 1 X DW
5 WNIR AL B — 2 BRI B 58
_ DSP; X BWpsp

Bw = H™ X Reuse;

6:while > BWe™ << BWs do
=1

7. WERTTA SRORMZE 5 M S 258 1 20
THEEAE I BER -
HP X Cr X Stride; X 2
PC, ’

H? X Gy
PCin

8 ;depth,rd +:

depth'd, +=

9. if Zf( width®  depth®) << BRAMY,,
=
10. Reuse; = Reuse; + 1

2020 4F
W e e e
12: else
13: break
14, end if

15:end while

4 KBWERSH

4.1 SEIGIRIE

VA A SO TS [RIER R T 2k 1 Mg 1
Cifar10, AlexNet, VGG-16 LA J YOLO2-tiny W 4%
BEATINR , Horp Cifarlo A &A 7 ZERUZ 25
D2 [RIERE s oA T2 His 55 Sk [ 4 1 Hp i 2 56 285 SRt
FTHE . YOLO2-tiny 155 7 )2 5% 8 EEM
BAVERCR T MCN 512, A S 3 A 09 5 2447 65 4
# Xilinx ZC-706 FPGA L) ¢ — #t 1GB DDR3
SODIM 7iig#% ., B I+ DSP %k 900, BRAM %
7 545.
1.2 EHWHERSHH

ARV FERE - B IR T R R BN 5
Pegh R an & 1 pros, Ho TAE M 2% & o 200
MHz, B¥i 5 56 4 8 bit. Al LAF Hi PO Fh [ 45 () DSP
iR 67 %0 LU L 4 SE il 3R 78 85 %0 LU I,
AT B8R T M b B . Ry T i i K 42
1B ZOTA, SCikC4 18 T DSP 0R K 1 73F
il o Sy

 _ _Throughput
DSPeffmency ‘8 >< DSPUSQd >< f (5)

K F R R 8 PRk BB SRR HLE
R DSP B35 1 AL B F s — A I A
DSP AT APRA T I ERAE S X 16 05758 808 0 25
T 8 fiE SR A NE T AT IEN. BT
AlexNet LASh, HAx 3 B 4% 1) DSP 2R EI7E 93%
Phb S B0IE T2 125 [ R 2R T v 6 ik 7K 261 1)
AR,
®1 BUHTERRER

Kk DSp

DSP BRAM %% N N N
S g o oo TR R
Cifar10 744 97 85. 71 0.02 93.79
AlexNet 753 127 98. 70 2.95 79.92
VGG-16 647 268 86. 60 8.01 95. 40
YOLO2-tiny 610 189 99. 66 22.12 98. 58

B2 [ R R A 45 28 nT LARC & AE A AR
(IS N RAEA BT BRI RE . 28 H YOLO2-ti-



5 8 1]

TR A5 HE T FPGA B4 BB 22 [ 288 Rl (4 in o A 5025 (] ER R 5T 71

ny P8 HEATRE (R SE I 45 5R AN 2 FR.
#2 SEEFITLBEER
i S KA < I« i

W6 7C-706 2C706 Cyclone VPCle VG707
TAEA% (MHz) 200 200 117 200
A 58 (bit) 8 16 16 8
DSP fifi i & 610/900 680/900 122/300 1024/3600
BRAM ffi i 245/545 333/545 — —
HPRAER (ms) 30 59 — 65
2 (GOPs) 424 234.0 21.6 461,
fERL I (GOPs/w) 47 — — 35.3
DSP A () 86.9 86.0 75.7 56.3

AU AR AR ) B B IR 20 R L 5 A X
YOLO2Z-tiny [0 2% 9 i 8 25 4 . 7 SCH 2 Y i
T BT IR Ar ik R S BERL AT R i
i I, 53 1 iR E5 2R AR L, DSP fiff HI % H AH TR 5
BRAM 1 FAERE A7 5 W{E A7 Z SMITA il
FH B30 o T RR A 2R s BRI I oy 75 275 A
JE K 1 ECTE N 8] WSS 5 R 4 2R s DSP &R
HT T ARERIE I (0 22 57 L IS IR T IR AR

INGE SRR HE AT LA S it s R R I i ]
A S5 M-~ 7K 2 o DT S5 B i S g B KA. (]
I PR GRS B S BR S RAIR 22 N B IR
RERR SRS A BT HA — 2 98 = L

5 HRIF

AR SCHE T AR B T K e 484 B2 0 T —Fhise it
25 AR R T %7 il ad Xt DSP (1) 22 B BE 43 il 52
PRI 7K 2R s AR AT 8 B R o R) (E 28 A7 P
BRAM 5 DDR 7 98 ; 1 43 %R B 0l 70 fff 46 FUR 4
JE R R 25 D/ S AT B 1 vl e A L R
(A B E S SEB TR i R de KAk, a5 1
MR ZR 25 A D B B AR, 78 ZC-706 FPGA - 5¢
T YOLO2-tiny [ 45 , i 5 1 (8 B 44 fin 32 £ 7 ik
N 424 GOPs, BERLEL N 47 GOPs/w , FBEARIE ] Ay

30 ms.

S 3K :

[1] ZHANG S, HE G, CHEN H B, et al. Scale adaptive
proposal network for object detection in remote sensing
images| ] ]. IEEE Geoscience and Remote Sensing Let-
ters, 2019, 16(6). 864-868.

[2] ZHANG C, LI P, SUN G, et al. Optimizing fpga-
based accelerator design for deep convolutional neural
networks[ C] // 2015 ACM/SIGDA International Sym-
posium on Field-Programmable Gate Arrays. Monter-
ey: ACM/SIGDA, 2015:161-170.

[3] MOTAMEDI M, GYSEL P, AKELLA V, et al. De-
sign space exploration of FPGA-based deep convolu-
tional neural networks[ C|// 2016 Asia and South Pa-
cific Design Automation Conference. Macao: IEEE,
2016 575-580.

[4] ZHANG X, WANG J, ZHU C, et al. DNNBuilder:
an automated tool for building high-performance DNN
hardware accelerators for FPGAs[ C] // 2018 1EEE/
ACM International Conference on Computer-Aided De-
sign. San Diego: IEEE, 2018. 1-8.

[5] HOWARD A G, ZHU M, CHEN B, et al. Mobile-
nets: Efficient convolutional neural networks for mo-
bile vision applications[ J]. arXiv preprint arXiv;1704.
04861, 2017.

[6] WAIY J, BIN MOHD YUSSOF Z, BIN SALIM S 1,
et al. Fixed point implementation of tiny-yolo-v2 using
opencl on fpga[ ] . International Journal of Advanced
Computer Science and Applications, 2018, 9 (10);
506-512.

[7] YUJ, GUOK, HUY, et al. Real-time object detec-
tion towards high power efficiency[ C]// 2018 Design,
Automation &. Test in Europe Conference &. Exhibi-
tion. Dresden: IEEE, 2018. 704-708.

EZEE T

o . (1995 LS. BESETS 1) i 8 ) 2% 5
B 5 £ S PE. E-mail: 919828045@qq. com.

B T3, (1980-) A BIEUR. BF5E U7 Inl S LG AR R
GO RN = BER B B T 5 TR T Pl 2 P 238 - ek i 15



